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and threw them into the opposition, if not into the revolu-
tion itself.
The method adopted by M. Sipiaguine and his friends
was to flatter the young Sovereign systematically and to
give him an exaggerated notion of his power and ad-
ministrative talents.    In this direction none surpassed
Count  Mouravieff,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs from
1897 to 1900, whose sycophancy was only equalled by
his   ignorance   of   public   business.    His   predecessor,
Prince  Lobanoff,  was  a  veritable  statesman,  but his
ministry was cut short by his death, having lasted but
a few months.   That eminent diplomat and historian
of the first order had set himself the task of grounding
Nicholas II. in history and diplomatic science when he
made his verbal reports.    He appreciated the keen  in-
telligence of his  Sovereign,  and had a  quasi-paternal
affection for him.    The Emperor, habituated to a totally
different procedure on the part of his other Ministers,
submitted with deference, but not without a certain
ennui, to these lessons from the former servitor of his
grandfather.   The lessons  came  to  an  untimely  end
when  Count   Mouravieff  succeeded  Prince  Lobanoff,
and lost no time in taking a diametrically opposite course
to  that  of  his  predecessor.     He declared to all who
cared to listen that he was only the obedient executor
of his master's orders, and that the Emperor, whose por-
found   diplomatic   knowledge   he   vaunted   on   every
occasion,  decided the smallest  details  of the nation's
affairs in complete independence,    I recall that one, of
ithe foreign Ambassadors accredited to St. Petersburg
asked me one day if such statements were to be taken
literally or if Count Mouravieff considered it as a clever
way of escapiiig responsibility.    I had trouble to 001x7
the diplomat referred to that such was, in fact, the